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be derived from the Himalayas, and to have been formed
during the elevation of those mountains, it is difficult to
avoid the conclusion that the upper Vindhyan sand-
stones were similarly formed of the debris washed down
from the Aravalli range, and that the period during
which they were being deposited represents that of the
elevation of the Aravalli Mountains and of their maxi-
mum development" (Oldham, loc cit.).

To the same Indo-African continent, and most prob-
ably to the same age as the Aravalli system, belongs
the series of hills, such as the Nallamalai and Yellakonda
groups, extending north from Madras roughly parallel
with the east coast, with which they are also geographi-
cally connected. The present coast-line thus appears to
have undergone relatively little modification of form and
trend since Permian or late palaeozoic times. Hence
the remarkable absence of secondary or tertiary marine
deposits in the interior of the Peccan, which shows no
indication of subsidence during the upper palaeozoic epoch.

The great earth movement to which were due the
Aravalli and Vindhyan heights, was followed by a long
period of quiescence, during which was accumulated the
vast Gondwana system of fluviatile deposits, showing
evidence of glaciation in Rajputana and elsewhere.
Throughout this period the connection was still main-
tained north-eastwards with the Assam and East Hima-
layan uplands, and also south-westwards through the
, Laccadives, the Mascarenhas, and South Madagascar with
Africa, as plainly shown by the allied floras and faunas
of the lower Gondwana (Indian) and Karoo (Cape) series.
The plants of the Indian and South African coal-measures
are all absolutely identical, and the remarkable Dicynodon
and other allied forms of fossil reptiles are equally
characteristicTa? both regions.

The late Jurassic and early cretaceous (neocomian)